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For the purposes of this report we have used the following abbreviation codes to try and put the 

birds into some sort of context as regards the reserve. 2 species seen flying over the reserve, 

cormorant and raven, although not actually on the ground they will still count.

Codes:

Resident = R

Summer visitor = SV

Winter visitor = WV

Passage migrant = PM

Occasional = O

UK BAP priority bird species 
recorded on the Reserve are:

•Skylark
•Cuckoo
•House Sparrow
•Song Thrush
•Dunnock
•Starling
•Linnet
•Lesser Redpoll
•Reed Bunting
•Herring Gull
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Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Mute Swan (O) possible resident

The water has attracted a Mute Swan.

On the 25th February the parents and five cygnets arrived at the reserve.

A common resident, present for most of the year until the suspected 

shooting of one of the adults

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Greylag Goose (O)

Spotted overflying.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Canada Goose

In residence for long periods of time this summer especially in field 9 reedbeds. 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Shelduck (O)

Occasional visitor

Occasional visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Widgeon

A rare winter visitor. Two pairs recorded during flooding on 22 November. One 

pair in field 9 and a second pair in field 7. A first recording for the reserve.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Mallard (R)

A total of 32 Mallard on floods on the 14th October.

A couple of Mallards, not only on the Morrisons pools and the SUD but also 

on the river by the new meander.

Common resident breeder. At least four broods on the reserve with about twenty 

young. Numbers increase with flooding up to thirty birds have been recorded.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018Cormorant  (O) 

Seen flying overhead

Now a fairly common visitor using the large pond in field 8 fishing and resting 

on the small island. Often seen drying out its wings.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Little Egret (O)

The floods attracted a Little Egret in field 1 near Morrisons

A Little Egret has been seen on a regular basis especially at the new ponds 

on the Southern end in fields 8 & 9.

A fairly common visitor in the summer months, up to four birds seen together 

feeding on the large ponds field 8 and the small pond field 9.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Grey Heron (R)

Grey Heron have been seen on a regular basis especially at the new ponds on 

the Southern end.

Resident

A common visitor to the large pond in field 8 and if undisturbed has been 

seen on the river itself.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Little Grebe

A very rare visitor recorded on two occasions in October on the large 

pond, field 8. This is a first recording for the reserve.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Red Kite (O)

A very rare flyover visitor. One recorded 17 May flying low and south 

towards Cheltenham.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Pheasant

An uncommon resident. Most often seen and heard at the rear of Priors Park area 

fields 13 to 19.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2017Buzzard (R)

Early March the resident Buzzards displaying at the Southern end and found 

the presumed nest site in a large tree. 

A common resident. Two pairs on 13 March seen prospecting an old crow’s nest. 

One pair raised one chick at a site in field 21. Unusual in that being the busiest 

part of the reserve with traffic entering Priors Park.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Moorhen (R)

At least 4 pairs of Moorhen have bred on the river by the new meander.

A fairly common resident. Bred in the SUDS (Sustainable Urban Drainage 

System) pond at field 10 and the small reed bed between fields 4 and 8.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Lapwing

Spotted a flock flying low over fields 1,3.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Sparrow hawk (R)

A fairly common resident although probably under recorded but seen 

regularly hunting around the rear of areas of Stonehills and Priors Park.

A fairly common resident also some evidence of kills

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Green Sandpiper (O)

Spotted autumn.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017
Snipe (WV)

Two Snipe were found on the 14th October.

January Snipe were found in the wet areas, were very susceptible to disturbance.

An uncommon winter visitor. Hard to quantify numbers as it is a secretive 

bird. However, up to five birds have been seen around the large pond in field 

8 and ones and twos in field 4 and the wet meadow field 6.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Black Headed Gull

At times numerous but usually following flooding when it can number low 

hundreds feeding on drowned worms.

Since the meadow has been ploughed waiting for seeding at the southern end we 

have a good selection of gulls feeding and loafing. 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

A rare winter visitor. Following flooding there will always be a few amongst the 

gulls present usually in field 9 feeding on drowned worms.

Common Gull

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Lesser Black Backed Gull

Since the meadow has been ploughed waiting for seeding at the southern end we 

have a good selection of gulls feeding and loafing. 

An uncommon visitor. Regular about the large pond at field 8 in small numbers.  

It often drops in for a wash and brush up on the way to roost in Gloucester docks.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Herring Gull

Since the meadow has been ploughed waiting for seeding at the southern end we 

have a good selection of gulls feeding and loafing. 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Stock Dove (O)

Common resident.

Common resident.

Common resident.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Wood Pigeon (R)

Wood Pigeons were very evident with flocks of up to 40 seen on several dates. 

Common resident.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Collard Dove (R)

Common resident.

Common resident.

An common resident usually at the rear of Stonehills and Priors Park where it will 

be feeding in the gardens.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2017
2018Cuckoo (SV)

A Cuckoo was again heard at the Southern end of the reserve

An uncommon summer visitor. Mostly encountered about the south end in fields 

8,9 and 10 where it will be eyeing up the opportunities amongst the breeding reed 

warblers. Three seen on the morning 4th June

A Cuckoo that was seen and heard on several dates at the Southern end.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Barn Owl

A rare visitor. Recorded on 8 March the south end at fields 12 & 13 and on 19 

Sept at field 1 and a first record for the reserve.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Tawny Owl (R)

Tawny Owls were heard again in early October

Resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Swift (SV)

Mid July locally breeding Swifts are screaming about the place.

A common summer visitor. Hawks insects over the reserve and no doubt breed in 

the neighbouring housing estates.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Kingfisher (R)

October 27th lucky to find a Kingfisher. The Kingfisher had been reported earlier 

in the year down on the Northern section so it could be a second bird.

A uncommon but regular resident. It is most often encountered  at 

large pond field 8, but listen for it’s whistled call from the river.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Green Woodpecker

An uncommon resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Great Spotted  Woodpecker

An uncommon resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Kestrel (R)

A fairly common resident, recorded in most months from the larger 

grass fields as in fields 4,9,12.

Resident 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Peregrine Falcon

A rare visitor. A pair were seen over the reserve on 13 April and unconfirmed 

reports of one on a pigeon kill. They may get more common if the pair breed on 

the nearby Abbey in 2017.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Magpie (R)

A very common resident. Pre-roost gatherings of up to twenty five birds are 

not uncommon at the poplar thicket in field 8.

Common species feeding especially when flailing the grass with the tractor.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Jay (O)

A rare visitor

10th October added to the list.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Jackdaw

Fairly common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Rook

An uncommon visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Carrion Crow

Common but not numerous breeders

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Raven (O) 

An uncommon flyover.

An uncommon flyover.

An uncommon flyover.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Goldcrest

An uncommon resident

January, Goldcrest spotted foraging with a large Tit flock.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Goldcrest (R)

The new year found a delightful Goldcrest in with a large Tit flock foraging the 

hedgerows adjacent to Priors Park

An uncommon resident



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Great Tit (R)

Tit flocks are now common in the hedges, containing Blue, Great and Long 

Tailed, all of which seemed to have a very good season

A very common visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Coal Tit

An uncommon winter visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Skylark (O)

15th May a singing Skylark over the field 8 adjacent to the larger reed bed

A very rare summer visitor. One bird heard over field 9 on the reserve open day 

4th June but not noted subsequently.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Swallow (SV)

Mid July hawking Swallows were seen.

The first Swallow of the year arrived on the 12th April.

A common summer migrant.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017
House Martin (SV)

Mid July plenty of House Martins flying about.

Perhaps the best bird of the year has been the House Martin. Up to a hundred of 

these wonderful little birds have-been feeding and collecting mud for nesting 

from this new pond and what a wonderful sight they make. 

A fairly common summer resident. Mostly found feeding and collecting mud 

from the large pond at field 8. 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Blue tit (R)

Tit flocks are now common in the hedges, containing Blue, Great and Long 

Tailed, all of which seemed to have a very good season

A very common visitor



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Chiffchaff (SV)

Spotted August 7th and 13th October numerous Chiffchaff 

15th March, noisy Chiffchaff took up residence and was still singing in July.

A common summer migrant/breeder. First song heard from field10 20th March.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Willow Warbler

A rare summer migrant, a few singing birds but most pass through as habitat not 

suitable.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Blackcap (SV)

Spotted 12th November a pair of Blackcaps

Spotted Mid-April

Common summer migrant and breeder over winters in adjoining gardens.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Garden Warbler (SV)

Summer visitor.

Summer visitor.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Lesser Whitethroat (SV)

Mid-August and autumn migration was beginning a particular stretch of 

hedgerow in the middle of the reserve

Spotted in Mid-April

A scarce summer migrant and breeder. Heard more often that seen from the thick 

hedges around the reserve up to four singing males recorded.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Long Tailed Tit (R)

Tit flocks are now common in the hedges, containing Blue, Great and Long 

Tailed, all of which seemed to have a very good season

A very common visitor



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Sedge Warbler

An uncommon summer migrant, possible breeder. Up to three singing 

males from the SUD at field 10, two birds in the overgrown field at 12.

Spotted

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Reed Warbler

A fairly common summer visitor and breeder. Up to eleven singing males 

concentrated in the reed beds at the SUD in field 10. Also found in the small reed 

beds in field 8 & 9 and also alongside the river in overgrown vegetation

On the 15th April the first Reed Warbler was seen 

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Wren (R)

Mid August spotted our resident Wren.

A common resident.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Starling (R)

A common resident. Pre-roost winter flock of up to three hundred at rear of 

Priors Park in field 7 area.

A common resident

A common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Blackbird (R)

Common resident

Common resident

Common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017
Whitethroat (SV)

Mid-August and autumn migration was beginning a particular stretch of 

hedgerow in the middle of the reserve

Spotted in Mid-April

A fairly common summer migrant and breeder. Mostly found around the bramble 

brakes at the rear of Stonehills and Priors Park.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Song Thrush (R)

A numbered spotted Mid-February

A common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017
Redwing (WV)

18th October and 12th November we had Redwing visitors

200 Redwing on the 14th January clearing the few remaining berries. The last 

Redwing departed for Northern Europe early March. 

A common visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Mistle Thrush (O)

Occasional siting throughout the summer

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Robin (R)

February Robins were all in song

Common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Redstart (PM)

7th August in a stretch of hedgerow in the middle of the reserve held 3 Redstart.

In the beginning of July the very large hedge that runs down the spine of the 

reserve towards the Northern end held 4 Redstart.

An uncommon summer visitor/migrant. Up to four birds present for the whole 

of August from large hedge running through the centre of the reserve in field 4.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Fieldfare (WV)

12th November and the skies were full of Fieldfare with a few perched 

up feeding on hawthorn berries. 

A common winter visitor.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Dunnock (R)

As we moved into and through February Dunnock were in song.

A common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

House Sparrow (R)

Mid August spotted House Sparrows in the hedge in the middle of the reserve

A common resident

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Yellow Wagtail

A very rare summer migrant. One bird recorded in field 9 on 3 Sept.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Grey Wagtail (O)

27th October spotted a Grey Wagtail.

An uncommon resident. Mostly noted feeding from shallows about the river 

meander at field 9.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Pied Wagtail (R)

A common resident. Following floods flocks of 10 & 15 noted in field 8. 

A common resident.

A common resident.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Whinchat (PM)

10th of October the star bird, a female/juvenile Whinchat was present for an 

afternoon near to the bridge. Field 7.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Chaffinch (R)

Small flock of 10 Chaffinch added bright points to a dull day.

A fairly common resident.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Bullfinch (R)

A scarce resident. They are confined to the very thickest hedges around the 

reserve.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Greenfinch (R)

An uncommon resident.

An uncommon resident.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Linnet (R)

Linnet have been feeding in small numbers on the bare earth around the large 

pond in company with Goldfinch.

An uncommon visitor. Found mostly in the weedy fields at 8, 9 & 14.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Lesser Redpoll (WV)

A rare winter visitor. Recorded on 2 Jan and 10 Jan and two birds present on

19 Jan to the rear of Stonehills.

Rare winter visitor

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Meadow Pipit (WV)

Spotted mid October.

A fairly common winter visitor to the larger fields 4 & 9 and the weedy fields 

12 & 14

Meadow Pipits wintered at the Northern end of the reserve.



Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Siskin (WV)

Winter visitor this year.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Reed Bunting (R)

Reed Buntings seemed to do well with several pairs in the damper spots.

A scarce but regular breeder from the three reed beds at field 8,9 & 10.

Year Notes

2014

2015

2016

2018

2017

Goldfinch (R)

Mid August a number of Goldfinch washing in a puddle under one of the hedges.

Numbers Goldfinch feeding on the bare earth around the large pond in field 8.

A common resident


